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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Farnborough  Urban 
District  Council. 


Town  Hall, 

Farnborough. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Hardingham  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  you  with  my  report  on  the 
health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  your  district. 

This  Report  is  made  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
the  Ministry’s  Circular  648 — (England)  as  to  the  Contents 
and  Arrangement  of  Annual  Reports  of  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  and  is  on  this  occasion  a Quinquennial  “ Survey  ” 
Report,  the  first  of  the  series. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  CROFT  WATTS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


(1)  NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 
THE  AREA. 

The  area  of  the  District  is  2,331  acres. 

Population,  Census  1921  ...  ...  ...  12,636 

1925,  estimated  by  Registrar  General  for — 

(a)  Birth  Rate  ...  ...  ...  15,520 

(b)  Death  Rate 10,990 


Physical  Features  and  General  Character  of  the 
District. 

The  District  is  partly  Urban,  partly  Rural,  and  contains 
North  Camp.  It  is  triangular  in  shape,  bounded  on  the  east 
side  by  the  river  Blackwater,  which  joins  the  Cove  Brook  on 
the  north,  forming  the  apex  of  the  triangle ; the  base  of  the 
triangle  is  a line  drawn  from  the  bridge  over  the  Blackwater 
near  the  North  Camp  Station  to  a point  a few  yards  from 
where  the  Portsmouth  Road  crosses  the  Basingstoke  Canal. 

The  altitude  above  sea  level  varies  from  273  feet  near  the 
Queen’s  Hotel  to  202  feet  in  the  apex  of  the  triangle,  at  the 
junction  of  the  Cove  Brook  and  the  River  Blackwater. 

There  is  a general  slope  from  the  highest  point  towards 
the  north  and  east. 

The  soil  consists  of  about  30  feet  of  sandy  gravel  over- 
lying  the  Bagshot  sands,  the  chalk  being  at  a depth  of  about 
350  feet. 

In  the  low-lying  portion  of  the  District  the  subsoil  water 
is  within  two  or  three  feet  of  the  surface,  in  the  higher  parts 
it  is  at  a depth  of  about  30  feet. 

The  portions  of  the  District  bordering  on  the  Blackwater 
are  liable  to  flood. 


Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921)  ...  1,827 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers 

(1921) 2,099 

Rateable  Value — n 

Civil  ^(>0,11 1. 

Government  £ 1 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate — o 

Exclusive  of  Government  property  ... 

Inclusive  of  Government  property  ...  ^ 5 A- 


Social  Conditions. 

The  only  special  industry  in  the  District  is  the  manu- 
facture of  Aircraft  in  the  Royal  Aircraft  Establishment  of 
H.M.  War  Department. 

The  working  classes  consist  of  labourers,  artisans  and 
mechanics,  and  about  4,000  soldiers  are  stationed  at  North 
Camp- 
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Vital  Statistics. 


Births — Total  M.  F. 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  294  155  139 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  6 5 1 

Birth  Rate — 19'3 

Deaths,  Civilian  only  ...  ...  102  50  52 

Death  Rate — 9*3 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  conse- 
quence of  childbirth — 

From  sepsis  ...  ••  ...  •••  Nil 

From  other  causes  ...  ...  ...  2 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 
per  1,000  births  — 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  50'0 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  •••  ...  Nil 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50’0 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ..  4 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  1 

The  other  certified  causes  of  death  were  as  follows : — 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ..  ...  7 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  10 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc.  ...  ...  5 

Heart  Disease  ...  •••  ...  ...  17 

Arterio-Selerosis  ...  ...  ...  4 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Other  Respiratory  diseases  ...  ...  2 

Appendicitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Nephritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Accidents  and  diseases  of  pregnancy 

and  parturition  ...  ..  ...  2 

Gongenital  debility  and  Malformation, 

premature  birth  ...  ...  ...  7 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  deaths  from  violence  ...  ...  7 

Other  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 
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The  England  and  Wales  (smaller  towns)  rates  for  1925 
were  as  follows  : — 

Birth  Rate  18*3  Death  Rate  11*2  Infant  Mortality  7*4 

The  amount  of  Poor  Law  relief  for  the  year  was 
£540  7s.  lid. 

The  number  of  cases  sent  to  Infirmary  was  16. 

The  number  of  cases  in  which  Medical  relief  was  given  12. 

No  cases  of  sickness  or  invalidity  have  been  specially 
noteworthy  in  the  area  during  the  year. 


(2)  GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 

There  are  no  hospitals  in  the  area  which  are  provided  or 
subsidized  by  the  Local  Authority  or  County  Council. 

The  following  hospitals  are  available  for  the  area  : — 

(1)  Tuberculosis. — The  County  Council  has  provided 
two  Sanatoria,  one  at  Chandler’s  Ford,  and  one  at  “ The 
Mount,”  Bishopstoke,  which  has  recently  been  opened.  The 
former  has  forty  beds  in  all  (32  adults  and  8 children),  and 
the  latter  has  a nucleus  of  sixty  beds. 

The  County  Council  also  send  patients  to  the  folllowing 
institutions  : — 

The  Hermitage,  Whitwell,  I.W. 

St.  Catherine’s  Home,  Ventnor.  I.W. 

Royal  Sea  Bathing  Hospital,  Margate 

Royal  National  Sanatorium,  Bournemouth. 

Lord  Mayor  Treloar  Cripples’  Home,  Alton, 

Hawthorndene  Sanatorium,  Bonchurch,  I.W. 

The  Firs  Home,  Bournemouth. 

King  George’s  Sanatorium,  Bramshott. 

Brompton  Hospital  Sanatorium,  Frimley,  etc. 

(2)  Maternity. — The  County  Council  has  an  arrange- 
ment with  the  Royal  Hants  County  Hospital,  which  provides 
for  the  reception  in  the  Maternity  Ward  of  that  Institution  of 
Maternity  cases  from  the  Administrative  County.  The 
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Council  pays  the  Hospital  Authorities  £9  10s.  Od.  per  case, 
and  makes  a charge  to  the  patient  in  accordance  with  her 
financial  circumstances.  There  are  also  arrangements  with 
the  Salisbury  Infirmary  and  the  Royal  Victoria  and  West 
Hants  Hospital,  Bournemouth,  the  fees  at  these  Institutions 
being  £7  and  £6  respectively. 

(3)  Children. — None. 

(4)  Fever. — The  Isolation  Hospitals  at  Aldershot  and 
Farnham  are  available  for  patients  from  this  District  at  pre- 
scribed fees. 

(5)  Small-pox. — A hospital  at  Aldershot  containing 
eight  beds  and  maintained  by  the  County  Council,  is  available 
for  patients  from  this  District. 

( 6)  Other. — The  Farnborough  and  Cove  War  Memorial 
Hospital  is  situated  in  the  centre  of  the  District;  it  is  not 
supported  wholly  or  partly  by  the  Council.  There  are  ten 
beds  and  a private  ward,  operating  theatre,  etc. 

There  is  no  institutional  provision  for  unmarried  mothers, 
illegitimate  infants  or  homeless  children  in  the  area. 

Ambulance  Facilities  : — 

(a)  For  Infectious  Cases. — The  Council’s  own  Ambu- 
lance. 

(b)  For  Non-Inf ectious  and  Accident  Cases. — Red 
Cross  ambulance  at  Aldershot ; St.  John’s  hand  ambulance. 

The  Royal  Aircraft  Establishment  have  their  own  ambu- 
lance. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

These  are  dealt  with  by  the  County  Council. 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  is  in  Queen’s 
Road,  Farnborough,  and  is  provided  by  the  County  Council. 

The  Orthopoedic  clinic  is  provided  by  the  Hampshire 
branch  of  the  B.R.C.S. 

Tuberculosis  and  venereal  diseases  are  dealt  with  by  the 
County  Council  at  their  Dispensary,  Victoria  Road,  Aldershot. 
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Public  Health  Officers. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Part  Time). — E.  Croft  Watts, 
M.D.,  C.M.,  F.R.C.S.  (Edin),  D.P.H.  (Lond). 

Sanitary  Inspector  (Whole  Time). — P.  W.  Bellamy. 
Holds  the  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 
Sanitary  Inspector,  of  Meat,  .and  other  Foods,  and  the 
Certificate  of  the  Worshipful  Company  oflPfumbers. 

Other  Public  Office  held.  — Inspector  of  Hackney 
Carriages. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

( a)  General. — South  Farnborough  Nursing  Association, 
one  District  Nurse,  and  one  Maternity  Nurse  : 

North  Farnborough  Nursing  Association,  one  District 
Nurse. 

Wholly  provided  by  the  Associations  in  question,  and  no 
contributions  are  made  by  the  Local  Authority. 

(b)  For  Infectious  Disease. — Nil. 

Chemical  Work. 

Arrangements  are  made  with  the  County  Council  for 
chemical  analysis. 


Legislation  in  Force. 


Date  of  Adoption . 

Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Parts  2,  3 

(with  the  exception  of  Section  44),  4, 
and  5 ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8th  Dec.,  1925 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act, 

1890,  Parts  2,  3 and  4 ...  ...  15th  June,  1897 


Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act, 

1907,  Parts  2 (with  the  exception  of 

Clause  26)  3,  4,  6,  9 and  10  Section  95  7th  Dec.,  1909 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890  28th  July,  1902 


Bye-laws. 

Nuisances  28th  Sept.,  1899 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ...  ...  28th  Sept.,  1899 
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Slaughterhouses  ... 

Cleansing  of  Footways  and  Pavements, 
the  Removal  of  House  Refuse,  and 
the  Cleansing  of  Earth  Closets, 
Privies,  Ashpits  and  Cesspools 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  and  Similar  Structures 
used  for  Human  Habitation... 

New  Streets  and  Buildings 


29th  Mar.,  1900 

11th  July,  1904 

3rd  July,  1906 
23rd  May,  1907 


Regulations. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  .. 


12th  June,  1899 


The  trade  of  a Rag  and  Bone  Dealer  was  declared  to  be 
an  offensive  trade  on  27th  May,  1925. 


The  inclusion  of  Fish  Frying  under  Offensive  Trades  is 
under  consideration. 


(3)  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE 
AREA. 

Water  . — With  the  exception  of  a few  houses  supplied  by 
shallow  wells,  water  is  supplied  by  the  Frimley  and  Farn- 
borough  District  Water  Company  with  a constant  service 
directly  to  the  houses. 

Samples  submitted  for  chemical  and  bacteriological 
examination  have  been  satisfactorily  reported  upon.  Three 
samples  of  well  water  were  taken,  two  were  satisfactory  and 
one  unsatisfactory  and  the  Company’s  water  was  laid  on. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — The  effluent  from  the  Sewage 
Farm  discharges  into  the  River  Blackwater,  which  is  a tribu- 
tary of  the  Thames  and  therefore  under  the  control  of  the 
Thames  Conservancy  Board. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — Almost  the  whole  District 
is  sewered  ; a number  of  new  houses  have  been  put  up  in  the 
unsewered  portion  and  have  been  connected  to  cesspools.  No 
doubt  the  Council  will  consider  the  advisability  of  sewering 
this  portion  of  the  District  in  the  near  future. 

The  Council  have  under  consideration  the  reconstruction 
of  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 


Closet  Accommodation. — With  the  exception  of  a 
few  cottages  on  the  outskirts  of  the  area  which  have  pail 
closets,  and  twelve  houses  with  slop  water  closets,  all  the 
houses  in  the  Disrtict  are  furnished  with  clean  water  closets. 

Scavenging. — There  is  a weekly  collection  of  house 
refuse  by  the  Council’s  own  carts,  the  refuse  being  disposed  of 
in  a destructor  at  the  Sewage  Works. 

There  are  five  cesspools  outside  the  sewerage  area  which 
are  emptied  weekly  by  the  Council’s  employees. 

With  the  exception  of  a few  fixed  ashpits  at  the  largest 
houses,  movable  ashbins  have  been  provided. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the 
Year  1925. 

Inspections. 

Ordinary  Inspections,  including  complaints,  infectious 


disease,  etc.  ...  ...  •••  •••  556 

House-to- House  Inspections  ...  ...  •••  37 

Re-inspections  and  re-visits  to  work  in  progress  ...  1,037 
Inspection  of  Slaughterhouses  ...  • ••  • ••  288 

Inspection  of  Butchers’  and  other  Food  Shops  ...  369 

Inspection  of  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  ...  • ••  53 

Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Bakehouses  34 
House  Drains  tested  ...  ...  •••  •••  21 

Disinfections — Houses  ...  •••  •••  •••  26 

Disinfections — Bedding  ...  •••  •••  •••  28 

Samples  of  Water  taken  for  analysis  ...  • ••  4 

Samples  of  Milk  taken  for  Analysis  ...  ...  1 


Total...  ...  ...  2,454 
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Preliminary  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  309 

Statutory  Notices  served — 

Under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  Section* 94  ...  28 

Under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  Section  36  ...  19 

Under  the  P.H.A.A.  Act,  1907,  Section  25  ...  ...  2 

Under  the  Infectious  Disease  Prevention  Act,  1890, 

Section  5 ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Under  the  Housing  Act,  1925,  Section  3 ...  ...  6 

Under  Byelaws  re  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  and  Similar 

Structures  used  for  Human  Habitation  ...  1 


Total  ...  60 

Result  of  the  Service  of  Notices: — 

Preliminary  Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  240 

Statutory  Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  55 


Smoke  Abatement. 

No  action  has  been  necessary  in  this  direction.  There 
are  only  three  industrial  chimneys  in  this  District  of  any  im- 
portance, and  no  complaints  were  received  in  respect  of  these. 

One  complaint  was  made  respecting  smoke  from  a 
chimney  in  connection  with  a small  rubber  factory,  but 
observations  made  at  various  times  failed  to  produce  any 
evidence  of  a nuisance. 


Byelaws. 

The  following  premises  are  controlled  by  Byelaws  or 
Regulations : — 

4 Slaughterhouses. 

3 Cowsheds. 

9 Dairies  and  Milkshops. 

7 Purveyors  of  Milk. 

Schools. 

The  sanitary  condition  and  water  supply  of  the 
elementary  schools  may  be  described  as  good  ; all  are  pro- 
vided with  waterclosets  and  drained  to  the  sewers. 

Only  one  closure  was  made  during  the  year,  viz.  St. 
Mark’s  Church  of  England,  Mixed  and  Infants  Departments. 
Cause — Heavy  colds. 
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Classified  Summary  of  Defects  Discovered  and 

Remedied. 

Drainage  : 

Defective  drains  reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  13 

Defective  drains  repaired  ...  ...  ...  37 

Surface  drains  provided  ...  ...  ...  4 

Stopped  drains  cleared  ...  ...  ...  30 

Gullies  provided  to  untrapped  inlets  ...  ...  3 

Soil  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  3 

Cesspools  abolished  and  drains  connected  to  sewer  2 

Waterclosets,  Sinks,  etc. 

Dirty  W.C.’s  cleansed  or  repaired  ...  ...  8 

New  W.C.  pans  provided  ...  ...  ...  20 

Flushing  cisterns  provided  or  repaired  ...  ...  31 

Dilapidated  W.C.’s  rebuilt  ...  ...  ...  5 

W.C.’s  provided  for  employees  ...  ...  ...  2 

Separate  sanitary  accommodation  for  sexes  ...  1 

New  glazed  sinks  provided  ...  ...  ...  5 

Waste  pipes  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

W.C.’s  limewashed  ..  ...  ...  ...  20 

Dilapidations  : 

House  roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Eaves  gutters  repaired  ...  ...  ...  18 

Stack  pipes  cleared  or  repaired...  ...  ...  17 

Defective  windows  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  98 

Defective  doors  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  15 

Rooms  redecorated  ...  ...  ...  ...  207 

Staircases  redecorated  ...  ...  ...  28 

Ranges,  stoves  and  coppers  repaired  or  renewed  ...  34 

Chimneys  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Defective  floors  relaid...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Defective  floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  22 

Yards  paved  or  drained  and  repaired  ...  ...  33 

Defective  plaster  of  walls  and  ceilings  ...  ...  39 

Food  stores  cleansed  and  limewashed  ...  ...  6 

Settlements  in  buildings  ...  ...  ...  2 

House  Refuse  : 

New  dust  bins  provided  ...  ...  ...  109 
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Dampness  of  Walls , etc.  : 

Damp  proof  courses  provided  ...  ...  ...  2 

Walls  rendered  with  cement  ...  ...  ...  24 

Water  removed  from  cellars  ...  ...  ...  1 

Water  under  floors  removed,  levels  raised  and 

concreted  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Miscellaneous  : 

Dangerous  wells  covered  ...  ...  ...  2 

Gypsies  removed  from  land  ...  ...  ...  3 

Obstructive  sheds  and  trees  removed  ...  ...  7 

Offensive  accumulations  removed  ...  ...  12 

Ventilation  under  floors  provided  or  improved  ...  15 

Water  supplied  to  fair-grounds  ...  ...  ...  3 

Additional  windows  provided  •••  ...  ...  1 

Back  passages  made  up  or  drained  ...  ...  3 

Illegal  occupation  of  lofts  and  sheds  as  dwellings 

abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Nuisances  from  animals  abated  ...  ...  9 

Manure  pits  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Water  supplies  repaired,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  6 

Defects  in  bakehouses  remedied-..  ...  ...  6 

Dairies  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


HOUSING. 

I. — General  Housing  Conditions. 

(a)  Extent  of  Shortage. 

There  is  undoubtedly  a serious  shortage  of  working  class 
dwellings,  the  extent  of  which  is  not  easy  to  estimate.  At  the 
present  time  there  are  103  filed  applications  from  residents 
and  about  fifty  from  non-residents,  some  of  whom  are  em- 
ployed in  the  District.  During  the  year,  when  six  houses 
erected  by  the  Council  were  completed  ready  for  occupation, 
competiton  to  secure  them  was  very  keen.  The  Sanitary  In- 
spector enquired  into  and  reported  upon  forty-six  applications, 
and  in  practically  every  instance  a good  claim  existed. 

(b)  Measures  taken  or  contemplated  to  meet  any  shortage. 

Since  the  War,  very  few  houses  have  been  erected  by 
private  enterprise  for  letting  to  the  working  classes. 

Up  to  the  present  time  the  Council  have  erected  eighteen 
houses  only. 
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Various  schemes  have  been  considered  by  the  Council, 
but  have  failed  to  mature. 

A scheme  for  the  erection  of  seventeen  houses  on  land 
purchased  by  the  Council  in  Park  Road  and  four  in  Sycamore 
Road  on  re-appropriated  land  has  been  prepared,  but  a com- 
mencement has  not  yet  been  made,  and  there  appears  little 
hope  of  progress. 

I may  say  that  the  only  obstacle  now  in  the  way  is  the 
high  cost  of  building,  the  estimates  received  by  the  Council 
being  in  excess  of  the  Ministry’s  allowance. 

II. — Overcrowding. 

Having  regard  to  the  housing  shortage,  overcrowding 
inevitably  exists.  Numerous  cases  were  brought  to  notice  by 
applications  for  houses,  and  enquiries  substantiated  the  state- 
ments made  by  the  applicants.  Satisfactory  action  cannot  be 
enforced  in  the  circumstances  until  some  adequate  provision 
is  made  for  housing  these  unfortunate  people,  who,  I am  con- 
fident, do  not  herd  together  from  their  own  choice. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  principal  cases  enquired 
into  during  the  year:  — 

(1)  Father,  mother  and  nine  children  occupying  a small 
cottage,  with  two  small  bedrooms  of  the  attic  type,  of  675 
cubic  feet  capacity.  The  excess  here  being  six  children. 

(2)  Father,  mother,  and  six  children,  ages  ranging  from 
sixteen  to  four  years,  occupying  a room  of  1,048  cubic  feet. 
Another  child  was  born  during  the  occupation.  In  order  to 
render  temporary  assistance  a tuberculosis  shelter  was  offered 
and  accepted  for  the  use  of  the  father  and  one  of  the  boys. 

In  due  course  this  family  was  allotted  one  of  the  Council’s 
houses  completed  this  year. 

(3)  Mother  and  four  children,  aged  eleven,  six,  four 
years  and  ten  months,  occupying  a small  back  bedroom  of  715  • 
cubic  feet.  A boy  aged  ten  sleeping  in  the  other  room  used 
by  day  as  a living  room. 

(4)  Father,  mother,  and  two  sons,  aged  sixteen  and 
seventeen  years,  sleeping  in  a room  of  936  cubic  feet ; a 
daughter  aged  twenty-one  and  a boy  of  seven  occupying  the 
same  bed  in  the  living  room.  A Council  house  was  allotted 
in  this  case. 
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(5)  Father,  mother,  and  three  children,  aged  five,  four, 
and  2|  years,  sleeping  in  a room  of  785  cubic  feet.  Three 
other  families  were  also  in  occupation  of  this  house  of  five 
rooms.  A Council  house  was  alloted  in  this  case. 

(6)  Father  (tubercular),  mother,  and  four  boys  sleeping 
in  one  room  of  1,198  cubic  feet  of  a five-roomed  cottage, 
occupied  by  two  other  families  consisting  of  four  adults  and 
three  children. 

Many  other  similar  cases  were  enquired  into  and  recorded, 
but  unfortunately  action  must  be  withheld  in  consequence  of 
the  lack  of  suitable  houses. 

Three  of  four  houses  closed  as  unfit  for  human  habitation 
in  1922  are  still  occupied,  in  one  case  by  two  families.  The 
tenants  have  been  fined  for  continued  occupation,  but  as  they 
are  unable  to  find  accommodation  no  further  action  has  been 
taken.  The  family  of  the  one  house  now  vacated  was  allotted 
one  the  new  Council  houses. 

III. — Fitness  of  Houses. 

The  majority  of  the  houses  in  the  District  are  of  a fair 
standard  of  fitness.  There  are  no  slums  or  alleys,  but  some 
of  the  older  houses  are  below  a reasonable  standard.  These 
houses  generally  are  damp  and  dilapidated,  and  repairs  would 
not  be  an  economic  proposition. 

Many  of  the  defects  found  are  due  chiefly  to  excessive 
wear  and  tear,  resulting  from  continued  subletting,  which 
is  largely  responsible  for  defective  grates,  floors  and  dirty 
insanitary  conditions  of  the  walls  and  ceilings.  In  many 
instances  it  is  found  that  tenants  are  making  larger 
incomes  than  the  actual  owners,  and  the  latter  naturally  com- 
plain of  the  heavy  expense  of  keeping  such  houses  in  repair. 

Notices  for  repairs  have  been  served  under  the  Housing 
Acts  and  the  Public  Health  Acts  and  very  little  or  no  difficulty 
has  arisen.  Occasionally  however  extended  time  has  been 
granted  by  the  Council,  where  work  of  an  extensive  nature 
has  been  specified,  when  the  owner  has  satisfied  them  that 
such  a course  is  necessary  for  financial  reasons. 

The  conditions  as  regards  water  supply  are  good.  With 
a very  few  exceptions  the  water  is  obtained  from  the  public 
service. 
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Each  house  has  separate  closet  accommodation,  and 
these  are  provided  with  flushing  apparatus.  A few  privy  pails 
still  exist  in  the  outlying  parts  of  the  Area  where  sewers 
are  not  provided. 

Except  in  the  case  of  a few  of  the  larger  houses  and  in- 
stitutions, each  house  is  provided  with  a galvanised  iron 
sanitary  dust  bin,  and  the  refuse  is  removed  once  a week  by 
the  Council’s  employees. 

IV. — Unhealthy  Areas. 

There  have  been  no  complaints  or  representations  made 
in  this  respect  during  the  year. 

V. — Byelaws  relating  to  Houses,  to  Houses  Let  in 
Lodgings,  and  to  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  Etc. 

The  existing  building  byelaws  are  now  in  process  of 
revision. 

There  are  no  byelaws  in  respect  of  houses  let  in  lodgings. 

The  following  byelaws  are  in  operation  : — 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  and  Similar  Structures;  Nuisances; 
Common  Lodging  Houses;  Cleansing  of  Footways  and  Pave- 
ments; Removal  of  House  Refuse,  and  the  Cleansing  of 
Earth  Closets,  Privies,  Ash-pits  and  Cesspools. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1925. 

Number  of  houses  erected  during  the  year; — 

(a)  Total  including  three  combined  shops  and 

dwellings  ...  ...  ...  67 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing 

Act — 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  6 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  41 

(1)  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

Inspection — 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  the  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  220 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  in- 

spected and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910, 
or  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations, 

1925  37 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 

as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  not  to  be 

in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  88 

(2)  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal 

Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  50 

(3)  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  3 of  the  Housing 

Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 

of  which  notices  were  served  re- 
quiring repairs  ...  ...  ...  6 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 

rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  4 

( b ) By  Local  Authority  in  de- 
fault of  owners  ...  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 

of  which  Closing  Orders  became 
operative  in  pursuance  of  declara- 
tions of  owners  of  intention  to 
close  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 
of  which  notices  were  served  re- 
quiring defects  to  be  remedied  ...  27 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  ser- 
vice of  formal  notices  : — 

{a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  24 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  owners  ...  ...  ..  Nil 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14  and  15  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  • 

a view  to  the  making  of  Closing 
Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 

of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 

of  which  Closing  Orders  were  de- 
termined, the  dwelling  houses 
having  been  rendered  fit  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 

of  which  Demolition  Orders  were 
made  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(5)  N umber  of  dwelling-houses  demolished 

in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  Nil 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD, 
(a)  Milk  Supply. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  registered  cow- 
keepers  in  the  District  was  reduced  from  three  to  one,  he 
being  a wholesale  producer  who  exported  his  milk  to  an  ad- 
joining District. 

Seven  dairymen  and  purveyors,  one  milkshop  and  seven 
purveyors  residing  outside  the  District  are  registered. 

Three  licences  were  granted  for  the  sale  of  “ Certified  ” 
milk  by  registered  retailers.  In  each  case  the  milk  was  ob- 
tained from  a licensed  producer. 

One  sample  of  milk  was  taken  for  bacteriological  exam- 
ination following  an  unsatisfactory  report  on  a sample  taken 
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in  1924.  The  further  sample  was  taken  after  correspondence 
with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Authority  where 
the  milk  was  produced,  who  arranged  for  the  cows  to  be 
veterinarily  examined.  This  further  sample  was  satisfactory. 

Visits  were  made  to  the  Cowsheds  and  Dairies,  and 
generally  speaking  these  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  Council’s  Sanitary  Inspector  attended  the  Course  of 
Clean  Milk  Instruction  at  the  National  Institute  for  Research 
in  Dairying,  University  College,  Reading,  in  December,  and 
obtained  much  valuable  information  which  will  be  usefully 
employed  in  the  performance  of  his  duties. 

A circular  letter  was  sent,  with  beneficial  results,  to  all 
dairymen  respecting  smoking  of  tobacco  in  the  dairies  and 
whilst  delivering  milk. 


(b)  Meat. 

Considerable  attention  has  been  given  to  the  inspection 
of  meat,  the  object  being  to  inspect  all  carcases  in  the 
slaughterhouses.  657  visits  have  been  made  for  this  purpose, 
and  examination  of  1,304  carcases  was  performed. 

These  examinations  are  carried  out  in  accordance  with 
the  Memorandum  on  Meat  Inspection  issued  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health. 

As  slaughtering  is  carried  on  principally  late  in  the  day 
or  evening,  this  has  resulted  in  a very  large  amount  of  addi- 
tional work  and  overtime. 


Meat-marking,  although  recommended  by  the  Council, 
was  not  allowed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  following  is  a list  of  diseased  and  unsound  meat, 
etc.,  surrendered  during  the  year  as  unfit  for  consumption  : — 


4 Beef  heads... 

4 Beef  tongues 

5 Beef  Mesenteries 
2 Beef  Livers 

5 Beef  lungs 
2 Beef  hearts 
1 Beef  diaphragm 
1 Beef  spleen 
1 Beef  fore-quarter 
13  Pork  mesenteries 


Tuberculosis 

Tuberculosis 

Tuberculosis 

Tuberculosis 

Tuberculosis 

Tuberculosis 

Tuberculosis 

Tuberculosis 

Tuberculosis 

Tuberculosis 
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9 

1 

5 

1 

4 
1 

13 

1 

1 

5 
1 

1 

1 

1 

6 
1 
6 

70 

1 

3 


Pork  heads... 

Pork  tongue 
Pork  livers 
Pork  spleen 
Pork  lungs-.- 
Pork  diaphragm 
Beef  livers  • .. 

Pork  Omentum 
Beef  head  and  tongue 
Sheep’s  livers 
Beef  liver  ... 


Tuberculosis 
Tuberculosis 
Tuberculosis 
Tuberculosis 
Tuberculosis 
Tuberculosis 
Distomum  Hepaticum 
Cysticersus  Tenuicollis 
Actimomycosis 
Distomum  Hepaticum 
Distomum  Hepaticum  and 
Cirrhosis 

Pork  carcase  and  offals  Emaciated  and  Dropsical 


Pork  liver  ••• 
Pork  pluck-.- 
Pork  mesenteries 
Pork  spleen 
lbs  Pork 
lbs  Beef 
Calf 


Hepatitis 

Tuberculosis 

Dirty  condition 

Dirty  condition 

Unsound 

Unsound 

Immaturity 


Boxes  smoked  haddock  Unsound 


Diseased  and  unsound  meat  is  removed  and  destroyed  at 
the  Council’s  refuse  destructor. 


There  are  eleven  butchers’  shops  and  35  provision  shops 
that  come  under  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924. 

Before  the  Regulations  came  into  force  in  April,  I visited 
all  the  butchers’  shops  with  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  gave 
instructions  that  meat  must  not  be  exposed  outside  the  pre- 
mises in  front  of  the  window  line.  Abstracts  of  the  Regulations 
affecting  the  various  retailers  were  also  sent  to  each  meat  and 
provision  salesman. 

In  the  absence  of  specific  instructions  in  the  Regulations 
respecting  fixed  windows,  it  was  intimated  to  the  tradesmen 
that  the  moveable  glass  windows  with  which  the  shops  are 
provided  must  be  fixed  on  days  when  dust  ;s  prevalent.  This 
arrangement  is  not  altogether  satisfactory  as  opinions  differ 
on  such  a point.  Warnings  have  been  given  on  various  oc- 
casions and  on  the  whole  there  is  some  improvement.  I am, 
however,  of  the  opinion  that  all  meat  and  provision  shops 
should  be  fitted  with  fixed  glass  windows. 

There  are  no  stalls  in  the  District. 

Delivery  vans  have  been  kept  under  observation  and 
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warnings  issued  in  certain  cases  with  good  effect.  In  some 
cases  the  covering  cloths  of  meat  were  of  such  a flimsy  texture 
as  to  allow  contamination  of  the  meat  in  course  of  transit  and 
such  cases  have  been  the  subject  of  correspondence. 

Private  Slaughterhouses  in  the  District. 

In  1920.  In  Jan.  1925.  In  Dec.  1925. 
Registered  ...  — — — 

Licensed  ...  4 4 4 

(c)  Other  Foods. 

Other  food  shops  have  been  kept  under  observation,  but 
with  the  exception  of  a few  lots  of  unsound  fish  surrendered 
for  destruction,  no  action  has  been  found  necessary. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  bakehouses  and  other  premises 
where  foods  are  prepared  has  been  well  maintained  : any 
defects  noted  have  been  remedied  forthwith. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  made  during  the 
last  five  years  were  as  follows : — 


1921. 

1922. 

1923 

1924.  1925. 

Scarlet  Fever 

15 

...  16 

...  6 

...  19  ... 

4 

Diphtheria  ... 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

41 

...  3 

...  1 

...  3 ... 

— 

Fevers 

— 

...  1 

...  1 

...  — ... 

1 

Ophthalmia  ... 

— 

...  — 

...  

...  — ... 

— 

Encephalitis  ... 

— 

...  — 

...  

...  1 ... 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

...  — 

...  

...  1 ... 

— 

Pneumonia  ... 

— 

...  — 

...  2 

...  — ... 

2 

Dysentery 

1 

...  — 

...  — 

...  — ... 

— 

Malaria 

— 

...  — 

...  1 

...  — ... 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

...  — 

...  — 

1 ... 

1 

Erysipelas  ...  ••• 

...  2 

...  1 

...  — ... 

3 

With  the  exception 

i of 

1921, 

when 

notifications 

of 

diptheria  were  exceptionally  high  for  this  District,  the  above 
table  calls  for  little  comment,  unless  it  be  in  reference  to  the 
very  low  incidence,  especially  of  this  year.  Even  with  the 
four  cases  of  scarlet  fever  notified  one  was  in  respect  of  a 
child  who  contracted  the  disease  in  a London  hospital,  and 
another  was  the  child  of  a soldier  residing  in  military  quarters. 
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A supply  of  antitoxin  is  always  available  for  use  by  medi- 
cal practitioners. 

The  one  case  of  encephalitis  notified  in  1924  was  im- 
ported here  from  Somerset,  being  brought  into  an  institution 
here  for  treatment. 

There  were  no  “ return  cases  ” of  scarlet  fever  during  the 
year. 

No  laboratory  work  is  carried  out  within  the  District ; 
arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  County  Council  and 
Aldershot  for  the  examination  of  pathological  and  bacterio- 
logical specimens.  Swabs  are  taken  in  the  case  of  all 
diphtheria  contacts. 

No  use  has  yet  been  made  of  the  Schick  and  Dick  tests 
for  diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever  respectively. 

The  Isolation  Hospitals  at  Aldershot  and  Farnham  are 
available  for  patients  from  this  District  at  prescribed  fees. 
This  arrangement  has  proved  quite  satisfactory. 

The  steam  disinfector  at  the  Sewage  Works  is  used  for 
the  disinfection  of  clothes  and  bedding,  and  the  rooms  are 
sprayed  and  fumigated  with  formaldehyde,  notices  then  being 
served  for  stripping  and  cleansing. 

Disinfection  is  also  carried  out  on  request,  where  non- 
notifiable  diseases  exist  if  the  occupier  agrees  to  defray  the 
cost. 


There  are  no  facilities  in  the  District  for  the  cleansing 
and  disinfection  of  verminous  persons. 

Notices  are  served  on  the  occupiers  of  verminous  houses 
and  assistance  is  rendered  by  spraying  the  rooms  with  a ver- 
micide whilst  the  work  is  in  progress. 

Diseases  Notified  during  1925. 


Disease. 

Total  cases 
notified. 

Cases  ad- 
mitted to 
Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Ages. 

Scarlet  Fever  

4 

1* 

— 

20,  9,  7,  4. 

Diphtheria... 

-- 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

21. 

Puerperal  Fever  .. 

1 

1 

1 

34. 

Pneumonia 

2 

2 

1 

34,  43. 

Erysipelas  ... 

3 

1 

— 

67,  46,  70. 

*Contracted  in  a London  Hospital. 
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Tuberculosis. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1925. 


New 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Aftt  Periods. 

Pulmonary 

Non- Pulmonary 

Pulmonary. 

Non- Pulmonary. 

M. 

F‘ 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

1 

5 

10  

15  

II  II  ^ 

INN 

1 

1 

Mill 

— 

— 

i 
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i 

— 

— 

i 

— 

— 



25  

— 

4 

— 

— 

i 

1 

— 



35  

3 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 



45  

— 

— 

— 

i 

— 

— 



55  

1 

— 

— 

— 

i 

’ — 

— 

_ 

65  and  upwards 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

. — 

— 

Totals  ... 

5 

6 

1 

1 

4 

3 

- 

— 

All  tuberculosis  deaths  were  of  notified  cases. 
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